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A Closer Look at Contamination Prevention in Food Processing

The ChemStation team was recently called upon to help identify and prioritize repairs needed in a facility

facing continuous contamination issues. The facility had asked for a total plant evaluation — identification
of harborage points, workflow contamination potential, and sanitation practice revamp.

The ChemStation team uncovered significant contamination risks centered around a tomato paste

tote press. Damaged equipment, infrequent cleaning, and improper material handling practices were
allowing tomato paste buildup — creating ideal conditions for spoilage organisms and potential product
contamination.

Working with the facility, ChemStation recommended key improvements: repairing or replacing the torn
press mat, increasing cleaning frequency, shielding food contact equipment during sanitation shifts, and
ensuring operators use sanitized tools and proper protective wear when handling product.

Even small equipment issues can introduce major food safety risks. Regular maintenance and thoughtful
sanitation practices are essential to keeping contamination at bay and protecting product quality.
Click here to read more about how ChemStation helped this customer.
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